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Does it not look as if we men were thinking and talking out of an
enormous antiquity as if we stood not in a coterie of prompters that filled a
sitting room but in a circle of intelligences that reached through all thinkers,
poets, inventors, and wits, men and women, English, German, Celt, Aryan,
Ninevite, Copt, back to the first geometer, bard, mason, carpenter, planter,
shepherd, back to the first negro, who with more health or better perception
gave a shriller sound or name for the thing he saw and dealt with?
Language is a city to the building of which every human being brought a
stone.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
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PREFACE

As Robert Hetzron initiated the North American Conference on Afroasiatic
Linguistics (NACAL) in 1973 and passed away only six months after it
had completed a quarter century of annual meetings, it was only fitting
that its thirty-fifth annual meeting, held from the 15™ to the 17" of March,
2007 in San Antonio, Texas, be dedicated to his memory. I’d like to
believe that even today, in its fourth decade, the Conference continues to
be a pillar of the community of scholars in the field to which he dedicated
his life’s work, true to the goals for which he established it.

Hetzron would undoubtedly have been pleased to know that NACAL is
still going strong, and that ten years after his passing it attracted no fewer
than thirty-six scholars from the United States, Canada, and eight other
countries, who presented on topics near and dear to his heart such as
phonology, morphology, syntax, language contact, classification,
subgrouping, and the history of scholarship, in languages such as Amharic,
Arabic, Aramaic, Egyptian, Hebrew, Omotic, and others, as well as the
groups to which they pertain. Since its establishment, NACAL has served
a unique role among the meetings of learned societies in North America.
Only a handful of organizations worldwide hold annual meetings
dedicated to Afroasiatic linguistics, and NACAL is one of a very small
number of venues where linguists from all sub-disciplines and schools of
thought meet to share their research. NACAL is also an academic nexus, a
unique node at which graduate students at the beginning of their careers
rub shoulders with the native speakers of the languages which they study
and with the titans of their fields, men and women of an almost legendary
stature such as Hetzron himself.

In this regard, NACAL continues to be distinguished by the regular
attendance of a close group of the field’s foremost scholars, including
some who were present at that first meeting in 1973. Since 1983, one of
these scholars has dignified the annual meeting by serving as its official
“reminiscer” and delivering a paper on some aspect of their research on
the night of the Conference dinner. These stalwarts are the core of the
group, and their continued attendance gives the Conference a sense of
unity, continuity, and purpose that other such meetings lack. In many
cases, the annual meeting provides them with a dependable opportunity
not only to present their research and discuss it with their colleagues, but
also to interact with old friends whom they might not otherwise have the
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opportunity to see. For these reasons, the passing of one always lies
heavily upon the rest. The last few years have seen the loss of not one but
three NACAL regulars: Wolf Leslau, Alan Kaye, and Lionel Bender.

Wolf Leslau, Hetzron’s own mentor and one of the greatest
Semiticists of the post-war generation, passed away on Nov. 18, 2006,
having celebrated a century of lifetime only four days prior. Leslau was a
frequent participant in NACAL's annual meetings, and had the unique
distinction of serving as NACAL reminiscer not once but twice, first at
NACAL 12 (1984) and then again, two decades later, at NACAL 32
(2004).

Alan S. Kaye, California State University at Fullerton’s Professor of
English, Comparative Literature and Linguistics, died at the age of 63 on
May 31, 2007. Kaye, who was on scholarly leave from Fullerton and
residing at the United Arab Emirates University at the time of his death,
was one of NACAL's most active participants, having organized two
annual meetings, NACAL 9 (1981) and NACAL 18 (1990), and having
served as reminiscer at NACAL 23 (1995).

M. Lionel Bender, Professor emeritus at Southern Illinois University
at Carbondale, died at the age of 73 on February 19, 2008. Like Alan
Kaye, Lionel Bender was one of NACAL's most active participants,
having organized two annual meetings, NACAL 26 (1998) and NACAL
30 (2002), and having served as reminiscer at NACAL 27 (1999).

Each of these deaths was an immense loss not only to the field of
Afroasiatic studies, but also to those who came to know them personally
and who looked forward to seeing them at the annual meetings.

The present volume, then, is a product of this Conference, the germ of
which was first planted by Hetzron and sustained over the decades by the
assiduous efforts of men and women such as these. Its contents are a
representative sample of the contributions that they have collectively made
over the years to the annual meetings. After the keynote address, which
takes pride of place at the front of the volume, | have arranged the
contributions somewhat arbitrarily according to the genetic classification
of the languages under consideration and the relative chronology of the
data being presented. Thus, we begin with Egyptian and Coptic, proceed
through two Northwest Semitic languages, which are followed in turn by
Arabic, modern South Semitic languages such as Amharic and Mehri, and
then finally Dasenach, a Cushitic language.

Gideon Goldenberg graciously agreed to serve as the reminiscer for
the thirty-fifth annual meeting, and his contribution, “On Disagreement
and Word Order: Robert Hetzron (1938-1997) in Memoriam”, offers his
personal reflections on his close colleague and friend, as well as a
discussion of agreement asymmetries in verb-initial sentences, a subject
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which interested Hetzron very much and about which he wrote on several
occasions.

Leo Depuydt presents a compelling and original contribution to the
philosophy of language with his analysis of “The Conjunctive in Egyptian
and Coptic: Towards a Final Definition in Boolean Terms”. He redefines
the conjunctive in terms that stand closer to the most fundamental
properties of thought, through the application of Boolean logic, which has
formerly been applied to algebra, electronics, and software.

Word order is the subject of Ruth Kramer’s “VSO and SVO Word
Order in Middle Egyptian”, in which she derives these two word orders
and additionally addresses the lack of agreement between subject and verb
in the former and the correspondingly rich agreement in the latter.

Theresa Musacchio investigates grammatical, orthographical, and
artistic regionalisms in First Intermediate Period texts from Dendera for
evidence of dialects in her “Isolating Common Grammatical Forms in
Egyptian Stelae from the First Intermediate Period and the Implications for
Dialects”. She hypothesizes that these texts, which demonstrate
considerable variety in artistic conventions, will also yield evidence for
dialectal variety as well.

Our Egyptian offerings conclude with Ariel Shisha-Halevy’s “A Note
on Converbs in Egyptian and Coptic”. In this short note, he succinctly but
systematically inventories the morphological functions of the converb and
considers its syntactic roles and frequency of use at various stages of the
Egyptian language.

Much like Gideon Goldenberg’s contribution, Robert Holmstedt’s
contribution, “So-Called “First Conjunct” Agreement in Biblical Hebrew”,
discusses agreement asymmetries in Biblical Hebrew and Standard Arabic,
with particular reference to the phenomenon of first conjunct agreement in
the former, which he identifies as a perceived rather than a real syntactic
phenomenon.

My own contribution, “The Production and Reception of a Mandaic
Incantation”, which concludes the section on Northwest Semitic
languages, argues that the bowl incantation texts from late Sasanian/early
Islamic Mesopotamia were oral compositions on the basis of certain
pragmatic structures within these texts. The act of writing these
incantations was merely one aspect of a larger ritual indicated by the texts
themselves, and perhaps not even an especially critical one.

In his contribution on “Determination Parameters in the Semitic
diglossia”, Abelkader Fassi-Fehri establishes the preliminary lines of a
computational history of determination in Semitic, in the hopes of
accounting for the basic stages of its evolution through an analysis of
computational features.
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Benjamin Hary’s “The Translation of Prepositions in Egyptian Judeo-
Arabic Suruh” catalogues the strategies used by Judeo-Arabic speaking
exegetes when translating Hebrew texts into their own language, and their
attempts to navigate between the Scylla of slavishly calquing the original
text, word for word, in the target language, and the Charybdis of creating a
new and idiomatic composition which does not sufficiently reflect the
original.

The colloquial dialects of Palestinian Arabic are the primary concern
of Judith Rosenhouse’s “Arabic Bedouin-Sedentary Dichotomy at the
Beginning of the New Millennium Based on Linguistic and Literary
Structures”. She discusses the present status of sedentary and Bedouin
dialects and the results of contact between the two groups, basing her
analysis upon narratives from different genres collected from sedentary
Christian Arabs and Muslim Arabs from both groups.

Ahmad Al-Jallad reconstructs the evolution of a feature of the Neo-
Arabic verbal system from Old Arabic in his “The Etymology of the
Indicative Augment b- in Some Neo-Arabic Dialects”, thereby explaining
the the loss of the original morphemes indicating negation and the
restructuring of the syntax of mood.

Karine David’s “The Formation of the Plural of Maltese Nouns:
Experiments for a Synchronic Description” documents the preliminary
results of an interesting an innovative experiment to examine the
productivity of different types of pluralization in Maltese. Much like
Arabic, Maltese forms “sound” plurals by means of suffixed plural
morphemes, and “broken” or ablaut plurals. David has determined that
both means of pluralization are productive, but pluralization by means of
the loan morpheme -i (of Italian origin) is the most productive means of
pluralization.

“On wh-words of Ethiopian Semitic Languages”, which is a joint
contribution from Anna Maria Di Sciullo and Degif Petros Banksira, is
an analysis of question words in three Ethiosemitic languages, Amharic,
Chaha, and Ge‘ez, within the framework of Asymmetry Theory. Di
Sciullo and Banksira note that complex wh-words in these three languages
share many of the same properties as complex wh-words in the Romance
languages, including a resistance to preposition stranding.

Laura Lykowska suggests that grammaticalization might be either the
consequence or an instrument of suppletion in her contribution, “The
Paradigm of the Verb ‘To Be (Loc)’ in Amharic as an Example of
Interaction between Suppletion and Grammaticalization”. In either case,
she submits that suppletion provides the impetus or potential for
grammaticalization to occur, supporting her case with data from an
enormous corpus of Amharic data.
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In his “New Finds on Word Formation Processes in Mehri of Qishn in
Yemen”, Hassan Alfadly shares the results of his field work with
speakers of Mehri from the port city of Qishn, particularly with regard to
derivation, inflection, and other morphological processes related to word
formation. The new data that he presents in this contribution cannot be
found elsewhere in print.

Finally, Sumiyo Nishiguchi discusses derivation and inflection in a
Cushitic language within the framework of Optimality Theory in her “The
Prosodic Morpheme in Dasenach”. She notes that certain suprasegmental
features such as the stress pattern and the number of syllables in Dasenach
correspond to derivational and inflectional morphemes in other languages,
and therefore a word-based OT approach to Dasenach morphology best
explains the phenomena of inflection and derivation in that language.

This collection, as eclectic as NACAL itself, represents roughly half of
the papers that were given in San Antonio. Individually, these papers offer
an important contribution to the field, and their ensemble provides an
opportunity to revisit the annual meetings, which are a lasting testament to
Hetzron’s legacy.

—C.G. Haberl
Williamsburg, NY






ON DISAGREEMENT ANDWORD ORDER
ROBERTHETZRON(1938-1997)
IN MEMORIAM

Gideon Goldenberg
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

In remembrance of Robert Hetzron ten years after his death | should not
like to read before you an obituary memoir of him, bugap a few things
about Robert the person and the scholar, then discuss a linguistic question
closely connected with a subject that interested him very much and about
which he has written more than once.

Robert did not talk very much about his earlier edion in Budapest,
but his religious schooling had provided him with good knowledge of
Hebrew. His knowledge of German was based on common speech at home
and in the community, but his whole Bildung, which included thorough
familiarity with Hungarian, German and French literatures, with art, music
and history, and with grammar &c. was mostly developed by himself. At
the age of eighteen he was admitted to the Departmer8enfitic
Philology andArabic in the Universit of Budapest in a program majoring
in Hungarian and Hebrew, the latter subject-egistent as major in the
regular curriculum of the University. He hardly began his studies when the
Hungarian revolution broke out in 1956 and he left for Vienna to study
there and in various places in Italy and France. It was mostly by his natural
talent, great grammatical acumen, intellectual creativity and enthusiasm
for original research that Robert became a trained linguist, rather than by
academic courses he took asvandering student. In Paris he took some
ordinary courses in General Linguistics (with André Martinet) and in
Ambharic (with Joseph Tubiana).

As a scholar, Robert Hetzron would gl H KLPVHOI ¢UVW DQG
as (1) alinguist in the most geeral sense of the term. The greatest
intensive effort in research he made as a $Bmitist (centring on
Ambharic, EthieSemitic, General Semitic). He further was (in the third
circle) (3) anAfroasiatic comparativist, specializing inAgaw, Somali
and comparative Cushitic. THethiopian area easily fascinated many a
linguist and comparativist.

Historical Comparative Linguistics was not thest choice of Robert
Hetzron; his main interest was in methodological and theoretical issues of
the study of language, grammatical analysis and typological comparison.










































