
A Wounded Deer 
 





A Wounded Deer 
The Effects of Incest on the Life and Poetry  

of Emily Dickinson 
 
 
 

By 

 
Wendy K. Perriman 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 

CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARS PRESS



 
 
 
 
 

A Wounded Deer: The Effects of Incest on the Life and Poetry of Emily Dickinson, by Wendy K. 
Perriman 

 
This book first published 2006 by  

 
Cambridge Scholars Press 

 
15 Angerton Gardens, Newcastle, NE5 2JA, UK 

 
 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

 
 

Copyright © 2006 by Wendy K. Perriman 
 

All rights for this book reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 

otherwise, without the prior permission of the copyright owner. 
 

ISBN 1-84718-045-0 
 



for 

E. Sue Blume 

and all who strive to repair the damage 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 

To fill a Gap 
Insert the Thing that caused it– 

Block it up 
With Other–and ’twill yawn the more- 

You cannot solder an Abyss 
With Air- 

 
(Emily Dickinson) 
















































