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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
Shakespeare wrote famously that love is a many splendored thing. He 

should have added that love is multi-faceted. 
Poets, theologians, romantics, scientists, and revolutionaries alike have 

explored the many facets of love. Some have considered love a decision, others 
proclaimed it a feeling, and still others insist that both decisions and feelings are 
part of love.  

Some have suggested that love is blind, by which they mean that it 
takes nothing into account but its recipient. Others have said that love must be 
universally aware – or at least aware of a broad context.  

A venerable history has emerged that explores the facets of love by 
referring to ancient Greek words, agape, eros, and philia. Some doubt that self-
love is a genuine love. Others declare that love for others is possible only after 
one loves oneself. Those who explore the relationship love has with sex, 
romance, desire, and passion are legion. And a few have suggested that the 
highest love of all is between friends.  

In the quest to explore various facets of love, many have waxed 
eloquent on the nature of divine love. Some argue, in fact, that only God can 
express love; creatures are incapable of loving. Others maintain the both God 
and creatures express love, and they speculate as to which facets of love are 
shared in common.  

In recent years, most scholars have suggested that creaturely love 
requires relations. Many theists have added that God’s love is relational. But the 
new espousal of divine relatedness flies in the face of ancient traditions of 
divine impassibility.  

Judging by the wide use of the word and the high praise it receives, we 
might think that philosophers have thoroughly analyzed love. But this is not the 
case. In fact, Irving Singer argues that “the analysis of love has been neglected 
more than almost any other subject in philosophy” (1987, xi).1 

This book takes a step toward rectifying the neglect of a philosophical 
analysis of love. It brings together fifteen philosophical perspectives that 
explore some of love’s most important facets. Most of the essays have theistic 
or religious concerns in mind. 

The book begins with Alan Vincelette’s essay that explores the motive 
of love. An egoistic view of love suggests that we love others purely for our 
own personal gain. Disinterested love, by contrast, views love as self-sacrificial, 
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with no element of self-interest. What Vincelette calls a “harmonistic” view of 
love involves both self-interest and other-directed love. In this harmonistic 
view, one loves God and other humans for their own sakes. But the lover also 
gains when doing so. Vincelette’s essay is also appropriate as the lead for this 
book, because he notes important historical contributions in love scholarship. 

John Lippitt continues the exploration of love as self-oriented or other-
oriented by addressing the thought of Soren Kierkegaard. Scholars of 
Kierkegaard argue that he does not rule out erotic love or friendship, but he 
warns against the ways in which we often turn the other into “another me.” 
Friendship love might help, says Lippett, to distinguish between legitimate and 
illegitimate forms of self-love. He notes that philosophers such as Aristotle, 
Cicero, Thomas Aquinas and Montaigne have described the friend in ways that 
sound like “another me.” But Lippett contends that differences between friends 
and responsiveness towards those differences are important for understanding 
friendship love.  

 The contemporary process philosophical tradition provides helpful 
resources for philosophical discussions of the facets of love. In his first essay, 
Thomas Jay Oord answers from a process perspective ten questions about 
important facets of love. Oord is an active participant in a field of 
interdisciplinary research he calls the love-and-science symbiosis. He argues 
that the process vision will be more influential in providing answers to 
theoretical and existential questions emerging from work in the love-and-
science symbiosis than it has been in providing answers to questions in the 
science-and-religion dialogue. Oord also defines love as acting intentionally, in 
sympathetic response to others (including God), to promote overall well-being. 

Young Woon Ko the love of God as developed by Alfred North 
Whitehead and Carl Gustav Jung. Both develop their arguments in the 
correlation of the opposites—the subject and object, the conscious and the 
unconscious, God and the world, good and evil. From their perspectives, their 
opposites are not antagonistic but relational and thereby become the conditions 
of creative transformation. Woon Ko argues that God’s love is based on 
wholeness within particularistic diversity. God’s love is the creative activity to 
transform and overcome the limited character of ego-consciousness by 
intensifying the harmony of the opposites in creative advance.  

Donald Viney continues exploring process related themes by 
addressing the view of Diotima of Mantinea, as described in Plato’s Symposium. 
Diotima uses the language of divine immutability, recollection, and the theory 
of Forms. She implies that a merely possessive love is self-defeating. Mortal 
creatures long to possess the beautiful forever, but their mortality makes this 
impossible. The desire for immortality is satisfied by giving “birth in beauty, 
whether of body or of soul” for those who remember us after our death. The 










































