
Battleground States 
 





Battleground States: 
Scholarship in Contemporary America 

 
 
 

Edited by 

 
Stephen Swanson 

Michael Mooradian Lupro 
Sarah Tebbe 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARS PUBLISHING



 
 
 
 
 

Battleground States: Scholarship in Contemporary America, edited by Stephen Swanson, Michael 
Mooradian Lupro, and Sarah Tebbe  

 
This book first published 2007 by  

 
Cambridge Scholars Publishing 

 
15 Angerton Gardens, Newcastle, NE5 2JA, UK 

 
 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

 
 

Copyright © 2007 by Stephen Swanson and contributors  
  
 

All rights for this book reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 

otherwise, without the prior permission of the copyright owner. 
ISBN 1-84718-145-7; ISBN 13: 9781847181459 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 
Preface .............................................................................................................. vii 
Acknowledgements.......................................................................................... xiii 
Introduction.......................................................................................................xiv 
 
A Citizen's Guide to Neo-Fascism in the US, Post-9/11  
Melissa Hussain ...................................................................................................1 
 
There’s Nothing to Laugh at but Fear Itself: 

9/11 Coverage in Newsweek and The Onion 
Michael Mooradian Lupro .................................................................................20 
 
Art Spiegelman’s Disruptive Humor: Comics in Response to 9/11 
Elizabeth Fleitz ..................................................................................................37 
 
Discourses of Terror and Religious Extremism: Exploring the Implications  

of Race, Nation, and Religion 
Emily Neilsen.....................................................................................................48 
 
Creativity vs. Education: The Battleground of Literacies 
Kathryn Locke ...................................................................................................65 
 
Sexual Harrassment in Mexico’s Maquiladoras:  

An Analysis of Work and Sexuality at the U.S. – Mexico Border 
Sheila Jones........................................................................................................79 
 
Notes on the Genealogy of the Mechanic and its Reification in the  

Information Age 
William J. Emerson III.......................................................................................93 
 
Picturing the World: The Local Citizen in the Global Village 
Lisa Baird.........................................................................................................103 
 
Don’t I Know You From Somewhere?: Exploring the Historicity of 

Celebrity and Functions of Race in The L Word 
Marnie Pratt .....................................................................................................112 




















































