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PREFACE 
 
 
 

The first ever Developing International Geoarchaeology conference (DIG 
2005) was held in Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada, in October 2005. It 
aimed to bring together those involved in geoarchaeology: students, university 
researchers, government and cultural resource management people, whether 
they identify themselves as geologists, archaeologists, geophysicists, 
geographers, or of course as geoarchaeologists. The enthusiastic response to our 
first call for expressions of interest was very encouraging, and was indicative of 
things to come: the conference was a great success. We received approximately 
50 abstract submissions for oral and poster presentations, from authors in a 
dozen countries. The submissions themselves provided the conference themes: 
1. Coastal and Underwater Geoarchaeology, 2. Geophysical Survey and 
Geoarchaeology, 3. Landscape Evolution (including sessions on Settlement and 
on Formation Processes), and 4. Artifact Provenance Studies. About 70 people 
actually attended, traveling from as far away as Kuwait to do so, and enjoyed a 
day and a half of presentations and a full day field trip through southern New 
Brunswick. The presentations and posters were of up-to-date, original work, of 
impressive quality. The conference sessions were intense and highly productive, 
with many excellent discussions during the question and answer periods, and 
during the coffee breaks. At the same time, the single session plan of the 
conference, so that everyone heard everyone else’s paper, probably contributed 
to the very informal, good-natured ambience, which extended through the 
Saturday evening banquet and even survived the day-long driving rain during 
Sunday’s field trip. 

This volume of papers from the conference exemplifies the quality of the 
work presented, just as its title, Reconstructing Human-Landscape Interactions, 
describes the over-riding theme of this discipline. People have long used the 
landscape in many ways: as a place to live, as a place to grow crops, as a source 
of natural resources. Those activities leave their traces. The characteristics of the 
landscape constrain which activities are possible, just as social and cultural 
habits condition people’s connection with the environment. Geoarchaeology is 
about finding the traces of these interactions, and using them to reconstruct how 
people in the past behaved in their environmental context. 

All participants in the conference were invited to submit papers to the 
proceedings volume. Those submitted were reviewed both by the editors and by 
anonymous referees, and the authors were then asked to revise their papers 
















































