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FOREWORD

For eons people have gazed across the surface of the sea and pondered, and
feared, what lay beneath, hidden in the depths. This work by Alessandro De
Maddalena not only records the source of some of those fears, beginning with
the catch of a great white shark in the 1600s, but begins to allay our irrational
fears with straightforward information on this magnificent, and still mysterious,
beast of the depths.

In a meticulous manner, the author has documented all records of great white
sharks in museums throughout Europe including when and where caught. It is a
work of fact that inspires the imagination and will lead to the growing and
credible body of knowledge on a creature that continues to fascinate us, both
from the scientific point of view and from a curiosity as to what lies ahead for
us to learn. Alessandro De Maddalena has probed the past as it is embodied in
our great museums to illuminate the present and it is a work that both the
scholar and the curious can enjoy.

Jean-Michel Cousteau

Jean-Michel Cousteau's Ocean Futures Society,
Santa Barbara, California,

December 2006
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Figure 1 - Alessandro De Maddalena and Jean-Michel Cousteau at the Festival Mondial
de I'Image Sous Marine in Antibes Juan-Les-Pins, France, in October 1999 (photograph
by Alessandro De Maddalena).



PREFACE

Since 1996 the Italian Great White Shark Data Bank has collected a substantial
amount of information regarding historical and recent records of the great white
shark, Carcharodon carcharias, from the Mediterranean Sea. The location and
the study of white sharks preserved in natural history museum is a fundamental
part of this research program. I have condensed virtually everything that is
known about the great white sharks that are preserved in European museums in
this book.

Available data of 104 great white sharks from 44 institutions of 15 countries is
presented herein. Much of this material is preserved in good condition and
include numerous interesting specimens. Most material consists of taxidermied
specimens and jaws and in a few cases are accompanied by chondrocranium and
vertebrae. Most specimens with known capture locations come from the
Mediterranean Sea. The majority of specimens are very old, only 12 having
been caught after 1950. The jaws belonging to the Biblioteca Ambrosiana in
Milan, dated from at least 1640-1660, are the oldest white shark material
preserved in Europe. The largest specimens of which parts are preserved in any
European museum may be those of which skeletal parts are preserved in the
Museo di Anatomia Comparata of Rome, Italy, and the Museo Zoologico "La
Specola" of Florence, Italy. The cast of a 5.65 m female great white shark
preserved in the Musée cantonal de Zoologie of Lausanne, is the world’s largest
that has been reconstructed directly from a whole specimen. The largest skin-
mounted specimen is a 5.22 m female preserved in the Museo Civico di Storia
Naturale of Trieste. The 1.50 m female preserved in the Senckenberg
Forschungsinstitut und Naturmuseum of Frankfurt is the smallest taxidermied
white shark preserved in Europe.

The publication also includes a concise general account of white shark
evolution, anatomy, physiology, reproduction, feeding, attacks on humans and
fishery. Up-to-date literature references are included. Extensively researched,
this encyclopedic account is enhanced by many photographs and drawings, that
bring to life the extraordinary world of the great white shark. I have combined a
genuine admiration for this predator with the research biologist's eye for
accurate detail. This guide provides a valuable introduction to the biology of
these unique creatures. The ease of reading of the book and its thoroughness
will make it a welcomed addition to any naturalist's library.
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Alessandro De Maddalena

Italian Great White Shark Data Bank
Milan, Italy

December 2006
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Figure 2 - Jaws of a great white shark caught in August 1857 in the Gulf of Mexico,
preserved in the Museo Civico di Storia Naturale "Giacomo Doria" of Genova, Italy (cat.
no. C.E. 2056) (photograph by Alessandro De Maddalena, courtesy of the Museo Civico
di Storia Naturale "Giacomo Doria", Genova).
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Figure 3 - The hall of sharks at the Naturhistorisches Museum of Vienna, Austria, with a
3.60 m taxidermied female white shark caught in August 1991 in Richards Bay, South
Africa (cat. no. NMW-94397) (photograph courtesy of the Naturhistorisches Museum,
Wien).
















































