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INTRODUCTION 

“I LOVE MYSELF WHEN I’M LAUGHING,  
AND THEN AGAIN WHEN I’M LOOKING  

MEAN AND IMPRESSIVE”:   
HUMOR, IRONY, AND SATIRE IN AFRICAN 

AMERICAN LITERATURE AND POPULAR CULTURE 

DANA A. WILLIAMS 
 
 
 

Each year for the past thirteen years, the Department of English at Howard 
University has held a national conference that has come to be known 
affectionately around the African American literary community as Heart’s Day. 
Free and open to the public, this conference commemorates the legacy of 
Howard University professor Sterling A. Brown by honoring a national artist 
who has made a significant contribution to African American letters. Sterling A. 
Brown was a professor and scholar extraordinaire, among his many 
accomplishments. During his tenure at Howard, he inaugurated the first and thus 
ground-breaking formal study of African American literature in the Academy, in 
a course then known as English 102. Thus, the artists honored at Heart’s Day 
speak to the tradition of African Americans making seminal contributions to 
American and world cultures in general and American and world literatures in 
particular. In years past, honorees have included Toni Morrison, James Baldwin 
(posthumously), Paul Robeson (posthumously), Chinua Achebe, Gwendolyn 
Brooks, Amiri Baraka, Sonia Sanchez, Paule Marshall, Haki Madhubuti, Maya 
Angelou, and Black Women in the Academy. In 2006, the department chose as 
its honoree Ishmael Reed.  
 Once we determined the general theme for the conference—“Humor, Irony, 
and Satire”—Reed emerged as an obvious choice. Appropriately, the evolution 
of the theme was both humorous and ironic in its own way. Emerging from a 
discipline (English) that, at times, can be unabashedly elitist and from a 
department that is equally, unabashedly progressive (at least for those who have, 
first, been dutifully trained classically) would be a conference that would 
















































