
Body Politic 
 





Body Politic 
Political Metaphor and Political Violence 

 
 
 

By 

 
A. D. Harvey 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARS PUBLISHING



 
 
 
 
 

Body Politic: Political Metaphor and Political Violence, by A. D. Harvey 
 

This book first published 2007 by  
 

Cambridge Scholars Publishing 
 

15 Angerton Gardens, Newcastle, NE5 2JA, UK 
 
 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

 
 

Copyright © 2007 by A. D. Harvey 
 

All rights for this book reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 

otherwise, without the prior permission of the copyright owner. 
 

ISBN 1-84718-272-0; ISBN 13: 9781847182722 
 



 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 
Acknowledgements .................................................................................... vi 
 
Introduction ................................................................................................. 1 
 
Chapter One................................................................................................. 4 
Aesop and Others 
 
Chapter Two.............................................................................................. 11 
Roman Empire to Renaissance 
 
Chapter Three ............................................................................................ 23 
The Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries 
 
Chapter Four.............................................................................................. 39 
Attacking the Head 
 
Chapter Five .............................................................................................. 50 
Seizing Control of the Body 
 
Chapter Six ................................................................................................ 60 
The Nineteenth Century 
 
Chapter Seven............................................................................................ 71 
War on the Brain 
 
Chapter Eight............................................................................................. 83 
War on the Body 
  
Chapter Nine............................................................................................ 102 
Now and Tomorrow 
 
Notes........................................................................................................ 110 
 
Index........................................................................................................ 131



 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
  
 
 
The argument of this book was outlined in an article in Contemporary 
Review no. 1603, August 1999, entitled ‘The Body Politic: Anatomy of a 
Metaphor.’ Material in Chapters Four and Five first appeared in ‘The 
Pistol as Assassination Weapon: A Case of Technological Lag’ and ‘The 
Pre-History of the Coup d’Etat’, in Terrorism and Political Violence vol.3, 
no.2, Summer 1991, and vol.6, no. 2, Summer 1994. Professor Robert 
Bartlett of the University of St. Andrews read Chapter Two in draft and 
suggested a number of improvements. 
 
  
 



INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
 This book attempts to track the idea that there is an analogy 
between the social collective and the individual human body from its 
origins more than twenty-five centuries ago to the present day. 
 
 It is not a History of Ideas, a contribution to Intellectual History, 
in the conventional sense, exemplified by studies such as Tilman Struve’s 
Die Entwicklung der Organologischen Staatsauffassung im Mittelalter, or 
F.W. Coker’s aged, but still not superannuated, Organismic Theories of 
the State, though both these books pointed me to valuable material. 
Historians of Ideas look around and about the concepts they discuss, and 
seek to elucidate them as an intellectual phenomenon in relation to other 
intellectual and ideological developments and the overall intellectual 
framework of a specific period. This might work with a long book 
covering a short period, but cannot be expected in a short book covering a 
long period. In any case, I was less interested in the intellectual context of 
the analogy of body and society than with its relationship to the real world 
of political and military action. There are books, respected but regarded as 
somewhat tangential to the academic tradition of Intellectual History, on 
ideas in relation to literature, such as George Hale’s The Body Politic: a 
Political Metaphor in Renaissance in English Literature or E.M.W. 
Tillyard’s The Elizabethan World Picture, both of which I have found 
very useful: this book, though it may not be fully apparent in the first three 
chapters, is about an idea in relation to assassination, subversion, invasion, 
and the exercise of power.1 

 

 Historians of Ideas, in focusing on an idea in its time as an idea, 
tend to imply that the particular idea they are interested in was a pretty 
big, important, influential, characteristic idea in that particular period. 
(They may state that this is not what they think, but the fact that they have 
written a whole book about the idea in question gives the lie to any caveat 
they tack on to it.) The analogy of body and society, it seems to me, was 
probably quite marginal in institutional and cultural terms before, say, 400 
A.D., and thereafter for more than a thousand years was chiefly important 
as one of the ways state functionaries, whether government administrators 
or clergymen – frequently they were the same people – explained their 
















































