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INTRODUCTION

This book attempts to track the idea that there is an analogy
between the social collective and the individual human body from its
origins more than twenty-five centuries ago to the present day.

It is not a History of Ideas, a contribution to Intellectual History,
in the conventional sense, exemplified by studies such as Tilman Struve’s
Die Entwicklung der Organologischen Staatsauffassung im Mittelaiter,
F.W. Coker’s aged, but still not superannuated, Organismic Theories of
the State,though both these books pointed me to valuable material.
Historians of Ideas look around and about the concepts they discuss, and
seek to elucidate them as an intellectual phenomenon in relation to other
intellectual and ideological developments and the overall intellectual
framework of a specific period. This might work with a long book
covering a short period, but cannot be expected in a short book covering a
long period. In any case, | was less interested in the intellectual context of
the analogy of body and society than with its relationship to the real world
of political and military action. There are books, respected but regarded as
somewhat tangential to the academic tradition of Intellectual History, on
ideas in relation to literature, such as George Hale’s The Body Politic: a
Political Metaphor in Renaissance in English Literatuoe E.M.W.
Tillyard’s The Elizabethan World Picturdaoth of which | have found
very useful: this book, though it may not be fully apparent in the first three
chapters, is about an idea in relation to assassination, subversion, invasion,
and the exercise of power.

Historians of Ideas, in focusing on an idea in its time as an idea,
tend to imply that the particular idea they are interested in was a pretty
big, important, influential, characteristic idea in that particular period.
(They may state that this is not what they think, but the fact that they have
written a whole book about the idea in question gives the lie to any caveat
they tack on to it.) The analogy of body and society, it seems to me, was
probably quite marginal in institutional and cultural terms before, say, 400
A.D., and thereafter for more than a thousand years was chiefly important
as one of the ways state functionaries, whether government administrators
or clergymen — frequently they were the same people — explained their








































































