
Reading a Dynamic Canvas 
 



 



Reading a Dynamic Canvas: 
Adornment in the Ancient Mediterranean World 

 
 
 

Edited by 

 
Cynthia S. Colburn and Maura K. Heyn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Cambridge Scholars Publishing 



 
 
 
 
 

Reading a Dynamic Canvas: Adornment in the Ancient Mediterranean World,  
Edited by Cynthia S. Colburn and Maura K. Heyn 

 
 

This book first published 2008 by  
 

Cambridge Scholars Publishing 
 

15 Angerton Gardens, Newcastle, NE5 2JA, UK 
 
 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

 
 

Copyright © 2008 by Cynthia S. Colburn and Maura K. Heyn 
 and contributors 

 
All rights for this book reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 

or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without the prior permission of the copyright owner. 

 
ISBN (10): 1-84718-406-5, ISBN (13): 9781847184061 

 



 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 
 
List of Figures............................................................................................ vii 
List of Tables.............................................................................................. ix 
Map of the Aegean and Near East ............................................................... x 
 
Introduction ................................................................................................. 1 
Bodily Adornment and Identity 
Cynthia S. Colburn and Maura K. Heyn 
 
Chapter One............................................................................................... 13 
Exotica and the Body in the Minoan and Mycenaean Worlds  
Cynthia S. Colburn 
 
Chapter Two .............................................................................................. 48 
The Lady of the Landscape: An Investigation of Aegean Costuming  
and the Xeste 3 Frescoes 
Anne P. Chapin 
 
Chapter Three ............................................................................................ 84 
Fabric Patterns as Symbols of Status in the Near East and Early Greece 
Eleanor Guralnick 
 
Chapter Four............................................................................................ 115 
Grave Garb: Archaic and Classical Macedonian Funerary Costume 
Alexis Q.Castor 
 
Chapter Five ............................................................................................ 146 
“Fashioning” Initiates: Dress at the Mysteries 
Laura Gawlinski 
 
Chapter Six .............................................................................................. 170 
Sacerdotal Activities and Parthian Dress in Roman Palmyra 
Maura K. Heyn 
 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 

vi 

Chapter Seven.......................................................................................... 194 
Appearance, Diversity, and Identity in Roman Britain 
Judith Rosten 
 
List of Contributors ................................................................................. 223 
 
Index........................................................................................................ 224 
 


















































