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He put a white robe on his shoulder 
And said as he overcame his tears: 
"Please spare 
The explanation and justification 
For I hadn't known 
That the evil Polyphemus 
Is that cruel 
In hurting and torturing 
Of fathers and sons.” 
He put his white robe on his shoulder 
And was bidden farewell by his dear sons 
Without tears. 
 
—A.E. 
 

 
 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
 
Preface 
Prof. Lorna Hardwick................................................................................. ix 
 
Preface 
Prof. Freddy Decreus.................................................................................. xi 
 
Introduction by the translator .................................................................... xv 
Prof. Fawzia El-Sadr 
 
Foreword .................................................................................................. xix 
 

A Belle in the Prison of Socrates 
 
Personae....................................................................................................... 3 
 
Act One........................................................................................................ 5 

 
Scene I: Socrates' Shoes are not for Sale ............................................... 5 
Scene II: The Price of Freedom ........................................................... 17 
Scene III: Towards a Clean Environment ............................................ 33 
Scene IV: The worst calamity makes one laugh. ................................ .41 

 
Act Two..................................................................................................... 53 

Scene I: Waiting for the Defeat............................................................ 53 
Scene II: Victory of the Defeated ........................................................ 65 
Scene III: The Real Beginning............................................................. 82 
 





PREFACE 

LORNA HARDWICK, 
PROFESSOR OF CLASSICS  
THE OPEN UNIVERSITY 

 
 
 

This is a drama that plays with the metaphorical stage of current 
debates as well as with its readers’ and audiences’ interests in the ancient 
world. Ahmed Etman is a distinguished classical scholar who is also a 
major voice in comparative literature and in translation, having supervised 
the new translation of Homer’s Iliad into Arabic, published in 2004. As 
though this were not enough, he is also a creative writer whose plays take 
leading figures from antiquity and dramatize their relationships with their 
historical contexts and with the modern imagination in ways that shed 
light on both. 

This play takes the Athenian thinker Socrates, the ‘gad-fly of Athens’, 
and follows his conversations at home, in the Agora, on the city walls of 
the defeated polis and in his eventual trial, imprisonment and execution at 
the behest of the restored democracy. The dramatic structure and idiom of 
the play draws on and reworks major classical sources on Socrates’ life 
and thought. Etman contextualizes these in the themes of the war between 
the Athenians and the Spartans and the resulting disruptions of Hellenic 
social identity and unity amid the shifting alliances with Persia.  

The scenes and the dialogue hold in tension the domestic, the civic and 
the international. Readers of Thucydides and Xenophon, Aristophanes, 
Andocides and Plato will find much to intrigue and amuse them. Genres 
are fluid and the witty interweaving of the ancient sources with allusions 
to contemporary issues such as the environment, drugs and the generation-
gap allows historical narrative from the ‘messengers’ to merge with 
Socratic dialogue and dream sequences and so align ancient and modern. 
Noteworthy variations on the central theme play with temporalities to 
introduce Plato’s journey to Egypt as a cultural encounter between Greek 
philosophy and Egyptian wisdom while Socrates is enabled to probe the 
relationship between law and popular demonstrations in the operations of 
Democratia. 












































