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FOREWORD 
 
 
 
GALA 2007 was held at the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona/Casa de 
Convalescència in Barcelona between September 6th and 8th, 2007. 
Generative Approaches to Language Acquisition (GALA) is now a well 
established European conference which brings together researchers from 
all over the world working within a generative framework on first and 
second language acquisition, bilingual acquisition, and language 
pathology. GALA was previously held in Durham (1993), Groningen 
(1995), Edinburgh (1997), Potsdam (1999), Palmela (2001), Utrecht 
(2003) and Siena (2005). 

This volume gathers many of the oral and poster presentations given 
either in the main session of the conference or in the workshops on 
Subordination in Language Development (organised by Bart Hollebrandse 
and Uli Sauerland) and Phonological Development: the Emergence of 
Segments and the Syllable (organised by Pilar Prieto). We think the range 
and depth of the fifty papers collected reflect well on the vitality of our 
field.  

The papers on syntax cover a broad area, from morphology to the 
interface with the conceptual component. Topics such as word order, 
movement, ellipsis, cliticisation, reflexivity and referentiality, telicity and 
specificity, wh-questions and relativisation are considered, both in relation 
to typical first language acquisition and second language acquisition, and 
typical and impaired acquisition (in Specific Language Impairment, and 
William’s syndrome). The papers on phonological acquisition focus on 
segmental and prosodic aspects within the prosodic domain, 
and cover both monolingual and bilingual acquisition paths. The different 
studies refer to production and perception data. 

The languages treated include many of the Romance and the 
Germanic, Greek, Slavic and Semitic languages, Turkish, Japanese and 
Chinese. The research carried out allows for the formulation and testing of 
precise hypotheses. Both the subject matter and the theoretical perspective 
give coherence to the volume, which we feel brings together research 
making a significant contribution to the field.  

 










































