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PROLOGUE

This work seeks to move beyond conventional cataloguing of children’s rights
in sub-Saharan Africa from within the usual discourse of international codes and
memoranda about the sacred realm of children and childhood and the universal
moral obligation of care and protection by adults towards the young. Instead, the
author focuses upon the political world of policy and practice surrounding
children’s welfare in Africa and draws on interviews with a wide range of
professionals to explore those aspects that help or hinder policy implementation.
Policies and secondary sources are analysed from four SSA countries with the
aim of critically appraising their achievement in tackling the often multi-layered
and deeply entrenched problems faced by today’s young in Africa. The book
reasserts the need for effective policy, material changes in resources and cultural
change in order for children to stay healthy, grow and learn to become
responsible citizens.

T. K Gokah
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