
American Conservatism:  
History, Theory, and Practice 

 





American Conservatism:  
History, Theory, and Practice 

 
 
 
 

By 

 
Brian Farmer 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 

CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARS PRESS



 
 
 
 
 

American Conservatism: History, Theory, and Practice, by Brian Farmer 
 

This book first published 2005 by 
 

Cambridge Scholars Press 
 

15 Angerton Gardens, Newcastle, NE5 2JA, UK 
 
 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

 
 

Copyright © 2005 Brian Farmer 
  
 

All rights for this book reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 

otherwise, without the prior permission of the copyright owner. 
 

ISBN 1-904303-54-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

v 

 
                  Contents 

 

 

 

Chapter 1: Introduction ..............................................................................1 

Chapter 2: American Political Theory, Values, and Beliefs ....................13 

Chapter 3: Classic Liberalism..................................................................35 

Chapter 4: Traditional Conservatism .......................................................47 

Chapter 5: Libertarianism ........................................................................71 

Chapter 6: Conservative Extremism ........................................................83 

Chapter 7: Colonial Conservatism ..........................................................95 

Chapter 8: Conservatism from the Revolution to the Civil War ............133 

Chapter 9: Conservatism in the Laissez-Faire Era .................................173 

Chapter 10: Conservatism in the New Deal Era ....................................225 

Chapter 11: Conservatism in the Age of McCarthy...............................251 

Chapter 12: Conservatism from Goldwater to Nixon ...........................277 

Chapter 13 Conservatism and the Reagan Revolution...........................307 

Chapter 14: Conservatism from Bush to Bush.......................................345 

Chapter 15: Conservatism and George W. Bush....................................387 

Bibliography ..........................................................................................443 

 
 



 



 

1 

 

 
 

Chapter One 
 

Introduction 
 
 

The Continued Preeminence of Ideology 
 

At mid-Twentieth Century, noted scholars Henry Aiken (1956), Daniel 
Bell (1960), and Morton White (1956) were arguing that ideology was no 
longer as important as it once was. What these scholars and others essentially 
argued was that rational analysis was taking the place of ideology in politics 
and that there had been an exhaustion of political ideas in advanced 
industrial democracies that had culminated in acceptance of welfare-State 
capitalism. There would still be political conflict for sure, but the basic idea 
that government intervention into the free market was necessary for steady 
and more even economic growth and that social action was a proper realm 
for government at least to some degree, had been accepted by all mainstream 
political parties. For example, in 1936, Democrat Franklin Roosevelt 
campaigned on continuation of the New Deal while his opponent, 
Republican Alfred Landon, essentially campaigned on continuation of the 
New Deal as well, with the exception that he professed that he could do it 
more efficiently and without deficits (Roark et al., 2005, 899). For the 
purposes here, whether the New Deal could be administered more efficiently 
and without deficits is beside the point. The fact is that both parties were 
essentially accepting the New Deal programs as within the proper scope of 
government responsibility, and major ideological divisions over the proper 
role of government had been minimized.  

These ideological differences, however, were perhaps never quite as 
“minimized” as Aiken, Bell, and White inferred; rather, the public had so 
greatly accepted the New Deal during the Great Depression that all the 
Conservatives could do politically was go along with ideas that were 
fundamental violations of their ideology. The ideological underpinnings of 
conservatism would continue unreformed among a core minority in the 
Depression and World War II years only to be released with a vengeance 
later. Indeed, given the McCarthyism and anti-communist paranoia that 
gripped the Nation in the early post-war years, it is evident that Aiken, Bell, 
and White were somehow overlooking the right-wing anti-communist 
hysteria of the 1950s that immediately preceded their writings. At any rate, it 
















































