
The Practice of Altruism 
 





The Practice of Altruism 
Caring and Religion in Global Perspective 

 
 
 

Edited by 

 
Ruben L.F. Habito and Keishin Inaba 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARS PRESS



 
 
 
 
 

The Practice of Altruism: Caring and Religion in Global Perspective, edited by Ruben L.F. Habito and 
Keishin Inaba 

 
This book first published 2006 by  

 
Cambridge Scholars Press 

 
15 Angerton Gardens, Newcastle, NE5 2JA, UK 

 
 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

 
 

Copyright © 2006 by Ruben L.F. Habito and Keishin Inaba and contributors 
  
 

All rights for this book reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 

otherwise, without the prior permission of the copyright owner. 
 

ISBN 1904303951 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Preface .............................................................................................................. vii 

 
Acknowledgements.............................................................................................ix 

 
Introduction: Religion and Altruistic Action 

Ruben Habito and Keishin Inaba .........................................................................1 

 

Part I: Perspectives on Japanese Society .......................................................11 

Altruism in New Religions in Japan 

Keishin Inaba .....................................................................................................12 

 

Universalizing Salvation:  Modernization, Globalization and  

Transformations in Buddhist Social Welfare in Japan 

Ranjana Mukhopadhyaya...................................................................................23 

 

The least of my brethren: Kamagasaki Ecumenical Network 

Christian Morimoto Hermansen.........................................................................43 

 

Japanese Buddhist Responses to Terrorism 

Robert Kisala .....................................................................................................60 

 

Appendix to Part I: Shinnyo-en in Soceity 

Mikiko Nagai .....................................................................................................72 

 




















































